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disappeared, buried as it were, in the folds of cloth and
cotton. The people, at this moment, wept and loudly
wailed : their affection for Buddha was evinced on this
occasion more forcibly than when he entered the state of
Neibban.

The feet had hardly been concealed from the sight of
the people, when, without the interference of any one, fire
caught the pile, and soon set it in a blaze of flames.    The
skin, the flesh, the muscles, the entrails, and liver of the
body were all consumed,  without leaving any trace of
ashes and charcoal; as butter or oil, poured on a great fire,
burn and are consumed without anything remaining.    Of
the body all had disappeared except the relics.    All the
pieces of cloth that served to wrap up the body, except
the outermost and innermost, were all. consumed.    The
relics of former Buddhas, whose  lives were very long,
resembled a lump of gold.    Our Buddha, whose life had
been  comparativly of a short duration, had said whilst
yet alive: " During my lifetime, religion has not been
sufficiently diffused ; those, therefore, who, after my Neib-
ban, shall obtain of my relics a small portion, be it but of
the size of a mustard-seed, and build a dzedi to place them
in, and worship and make offerings to them, shall obtain
a place of happiness in one of the seats of Nats."    Among
the relics were the four canine teeth, the two bones that
connect the shoulders with the neck-bone, and the frontal
bone.    These are the seven great relics.    They were in a
state of perfect preservation, not at all damaged by fire,
and are called Athambinana.    Besides these relics there
were some others of a smaller dimension, in sufficient
quantity to fill up seven tsarouts.    Here is the size and
shape of those sacred remains : the smallest were of the
size of a mustard-seed, and resembled the bud of the Hing-
kow ; the middle ones equalled the size of a rice-grain,
divided into two parts, and looked like pearls; the largest
were of the size of a pea, and appeared like gold.

When the pile was consumed by fire, water came down